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(Abstract)

Actual Rates of Child Support and Visitation Arrangements in the Past 20 Years in
Japan

Hiroharu SAITO

I conducted an online survey of 3,000 people who have divorced in the past 20 years in
Japan. This article analyzes the existence of child support and visitation arrangements (not
mandatory upon divorce in Japan) and their changes over the 20 years. As a result, the
actual rates of arrangements were much lower than the official statistics, which were
published by the Ministry of Justice based on the check-box answers on divorce
registration forms. In particular, there was a large discrepancy in the rate of visitation
agreement. In addition, although there has been an upward trend in the rate of both child
support and visitation agreements over the 20 years, the new divorce registration form
(introduction of check boxes to ask the existence of child support and visitation in April
2012) and the nationwide distribution of pamphlets (started in October 2016) were found
to have no direct effect on the rate. It was also found that the use of online search for
information and the use of standard calculation tables for child support (prepared by the

court) have greatly expanded.
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